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I.—FoREIGN Pott rics. 


Tite Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 26th April says that the imposi- 
tion of a new tax by lussia on’ Turkistan and 
Bukhara, and the purchase hy the same Power of 
gone place near the Indian frontier from Persia and China and the defeat of 
Gholam Uaidar Khan in Kafiristan, make the Indians believe that 1t1s not 
impossible for Russia to attack India. 


The Russian question. 


j 


IlL.—Home. ADMINISTRATION. 
ACen (11) Police. 


9 The Ulubaria Darpan of the 27th April refers to the case in which 

Lalit, a peon of the Munsif’s Court of Ulubaria, was 
The Police Inspector of Ulu- (omplainant and certain constables of the local 
= police were defendants, and remarks as follows :— 

The peon is the sub-divisional Police Inspector’s creature. He got his em- 
ployment inthe Munsif’s Court on the Inspector's recommendation, and he cooks 
for the Inspector. And the facts disclosed in the case have shown that 1n conse- 
quence of his relation to the head of the'local police, he cannot be arrested for 
any offence, and he can abuse the constables of the local police with impunity, 
But the constables implicated in the case were under the sub-divisional i 
and he should not have allowed the case to go into Court. He was asked by 
his friends to amicably settle the matter, but he persisted in having it decided 
in Court. His object was to get the policemen punished. On the day on which 
judgment was delivered, the Honorary Magistrates who tried the case were for 
several hours closeted with tiie local Deputy Magistrate, and this circumstance 
has led people to indulge in various surmises. One of the Magistrates, again, 1s a 
particular friend of the Inspector. 


3. The Vikrampur of the 3rd May says that thefts have become very 
| rife in the western part of Vikrampur in the Dacca 
district. Within a short space of time not less than 
a dozen cases of theft occurred in @ single village 
naned Kajir Pagla. Similarly six cases occurred in South Paiksa, four in 
_Uyari, four in Bajpur, and one in Ichhapasha. In most of these cases thefts 
on committed by means of house-breaking. ‘The authorities should look 
S LUry). | | 
+. The Bharat Mitra of the 3rd May thanks the present Police Commis- 
sioner of Calcutta for his efforts to keep in check 
the éadmashes and cheats in Bara Bazar. The 
budmashes, finding the police at their heels, are now 
carrying on their calling in disguise. They have formed themselves into gangs, 
and each of these gangs has a betel shop in some advantageous nook where 
one member or other of the gang sits as a betelseller. At evening time all the 
members of a gang come together in the shop to indulge in intoxicants till 
1) o'clock p.w., and after that hour they roam about in the neighbourhood of 
the shop. If any one of them is fortunate enough to steal anything, he at once 
brings it into the shop, and when it has been sold, the proceeds are divided 
among the members of the gang. | 
0 The Bangavasi of the 5th May 


Thefts in Vikrampur in thie 
Dacca district. 7 


Balmashes in Bara Bazar, 


Caleutta. 


has learnt that theft is rife at Singur 
in the Hooghly district. Repeated representations 
ie to the Subdivisional Officer of Serampore and the 
District Magistrate have produced no result. Recently three maunds of rice 
Were stolen from a shop, and a box containing jewellery was stolen from the 
house of a Brahman. 

b. The Murshidubad Iitaishi of the 9th May says tliat the murderer or 
murderers of the woman Jaladbarani of Shamnagar 
still remain untraced. The man Purna Chandra 
igs Chakravarti, who was sent up by the police, has 
Sen acquitted for want of evidence. ‘The police investigation in this case has 

ren nost unsatisfactory. Why were not all the men who were found with 
urna Chandra sent up by the police? Why, again, was not.the deposition of 
ic dying woman taken’ at the hospital? Why were not also Bijay.Babu and 


Thefts in the Hooghly district. 


2 The Police in a murder case in 
t¢ Murshidabad district. 
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May 9th 1894, 
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a pleader of the Lalbagh Court, who was an indirect cause of the murder, pro. ~ 
duced as witnesses? Tho District Superintendent of Police is requested to look 
into the matter. : 


a 
(b)— Working of the Courts. h 
7. The Bharat. Mitra of the 26th April requests the Lieutenant-Governor i 
7 to introduce a more correct Hindi language into the . 3 
The Hindi of the Bihar Law courts of Bihar than is at present in use, by order. ’ 
— ing the amla to take the assistance of Hindi-knovw- . 
ing men and newspaper writers. | j 
8. Tho Sahachar of the 2nd May says that the European soldier, who ‘ 
| was charged with shooting a .Musalman bear. h 
Acquittal of Europeans accused Joener, has been tried by the Allahabad High Court 
of native murder. nae : | . ’ t} 
and notwithstanding the unfavourable summing up sy 
of the Judge, has been declared not guilty by the European jury. The jury ‘. 
has believed the story of the defence, namely, that the bear-keeper tried to wrest ‘ 
the prisoner’s gun, and in the scuffle which ensued, the gun went off of itself and 
killed the man. But the question is, from what time have the lower classes , 
of natives in this country become so courageous as to try to wrest guns it 
from the hands of European soldiers. Reference is then made to the alleged “ 
murder of a native by a European soldier at Murree, and the following | h 
remarks are made:—The mischief. is on the increase, and henceforward soldiers 
accused of native murder should be tried by Military tribunals, for no European I 
jury will ever convict a European of murdering a native. The follow- le 
ing incident shows how residence in this. country changes the character of a 
Europeans for the worse. The other day, a body of European cavalry kept 
away all native spectators from the place of O’ Hara’s execution. It was first e 
proposed to execute him on a maidan, but the proposal was abandoned lest << 
natives should witness the execution. Again, the date of the execution was * 
kept secret, so much so that the prisonor himself learnt it on the night preced- . 
ing it. A canvas wall was set up all round the gallows in such a way as to C 
make the prisoner invisible from a distance. All this precaution was taken t] 
simply because the authorities did not think it proper that natives should even 3 
believe in the possibility of a European’s execution. Let padris henceforward h 
preach that the maggots found in the graves of Europeans are of an entirely f 
different race from that which is found in the native graves, that in the next — 
world Europeans are allotted a difforent place from that which is allotted to 
natives, that the hell to which European sinners are consigned is surrounded by 
manufactorics of lavender water, and so on. What terrible mistakes result from ft 
the possession and enjoyment of power! es Ci 
9. The Samay of the 4th May has tho following :— es li 
3 oe Hundreds of natives are meeting with their r 
vg poe ggg of English offend- deaths at the hands of Englishmen, but it is seldom 
that any punishment, not to speak of the punish- Is 
ment of death, is inflicted on these white culprits. It was only once that n 
Mr. Justice Phear of the Calcutta High Court sentenced an Englishman to d 
death for taking tho life of a police constable. But as no native was allowed 0 
to see his execution, the people of Calcutta have their doubt as to whether h 
| \ 


he was actually executed or secretly let off. The public are allowed to see the 
execution of natives, but ho native iz allowed to sec the execution of 4 
European. On the occasion of O’ Hara’s execution in the Bombay Jail last 
week, the European soldicry kept away all natives from the place. Some 
Englishnnen really think: that the witnessing by natives of the execution of 
Englishmen like ordinary felons, is calculated to damage the prestige of the 
British nation. ‘Thus, in the eyes of these men, the prestige of even English 
murderers is of greater importance than the prestige, nay the lives, of the whole | 
Indian people. | o : | 

10. The Sudhakar of the 4th May says that though the Collector of 
Rajshahi is himself a European, he dare not, owl0g 
to a preponderance of the Hindu officers under 
him, do justice to Muhammadans. 


Anti-Muhammadan feeling in 
Hindu judicial ofhvers. 2 


* 
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11. The Sulabh Dainik of the 5th May says that failure of justice in 
cases in which natives complain against Europeans 


SuLaBH DAINIK 
May 5th, 1894. 


Failure of justice in cases ig becoming more common every day. : Indeed, - | 


sguinst Europeans, things have come to such a pass in this respect 
that it is not an unreasonable fear that a rule may be made one of these days 
for sentencing every native to imprisonment for life, who shall bring a case 
against @ European. A European, it would seem, is incapable of doing any 
yrong, and when a native 18 killed by a European, the act committed is not 
murder, but a holy sacrifice, | | 

Cases of murder of natives by Europeans have now become almost every- 
day occurences. Within the last few months, such murders have taken place 
at Fulta, Gantakul, Tejpur, and Bareilly. In all these cases the accused have 
been acquitted. Dr. Pearse of the Fulta shooting case was acquitted because 
the statements made by the prosecution were considered improbable. ‘The 
accused in the Ghantakul case was let off because he was thought to have shot 
in self-defence. And now the accused in the Bareilly murder case has been 
acquitted on the ground that his gun went off of itself. 

Justice Blair of the Allahabad High Court, who tried the last accused, 
‘acquitted him in accordance with the verdict of the majority of the jurors. Let 
it be granted that the gun went off by accident. Did it not, it may be still 
asked, occur to the Jude to enquire how it was that the gun went off, and 
how it was that the accused came across the murdered bear-dancer? 

Even the anti-native Pioneer has found fault with the decision in this case. 
It says “results like this blacken the face of justice,” and it predicts that this 
letting off of culprits with absolute immunity will have the effect of encourag- 
ing other people in the recklessness to which they are so prone. 

In reply to Mr. Caine’s demand for a commission to enquire into the 
administration of criminal justice in India, the Secretary of State said that as 
the cases he referred to had been tried by the High Courts, no enquiry was 
necessary. ‘lhe Secretary of State is not perhaps aware that where a Kuropean 
accused 1s. concerned, the High Court is as much liable to err as the District 
Courts. It seems that it was painful to the English Judges to think any of 
their countrymen guilty. But failure of justice in cases against Englishmen 
is creating dissatisfaction in the mind of the people, and a commission should 


he soon appointed to enquire into the administration of eriminal justice in 


India. 

12. The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 9th May says that the existing 
body of Honorary Magistrates hardly serve the 
purpose for which they were created, namely, to 
furnish a body of officers who would be independent of the District Magistrate’s 
control and ‘exercise purely judicial powers. Most of these men possess so 
little education as to be unfit to serve as Magistrates. Much mischief also 
results from these ignorant men being empowered to record evidence in English. 
‘Tlie way in which depositions are sometimes rendered by them into English 
is really ridiculous. Thus “arm-pit” is rendered as “shoulder,” “ plucking 
mangoes ” as “breaking mangoes,” “being drunk and disorderly ” as “‘matlami 
ong” and ‘ walking fast” as ‘‘ taratari going ;” sometimes even such nonsense 
occurs in the record of depositions as ‘‘tin-box made of wood, he kept him in 


Ignorant Honorary Magistrates. 


MURSHIDABAD 
HITAIsHI, 


May 9th, 1894, 


his folded tank,” Again, some of them do not record those parts of a deposition __ 


Which they are unable to render into English. 


(d)—Education. 

13. The Bharat Mitra of the 26th April has the following :— 
ae : The Hindi Readers appointed to be read in the 
Middle Schoole 22 the Bihar 1st and 2nd classes of Middle Schools in Bihar 
_ have been in use for a long time and are quite out 
ot date. ‘The Director of Public Instruction and the Inspector of Schools in 
| thar are, therefore, requested to ask competent scholars in that province to edit 

~oue new Hindi readers suited to the modern system of education. 
lt. The Banganivasi of the 4th May strongly objects to the proposal to 
The M.D, degree admit those who have passed only the F.A. 
Was . Examination to the M.D. degree. If there must 
“change in the educational qualifications of M.D. candidates, it ought to 
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be in the direction of raising rather than of lowering. Dr. K. P, Gupta was 


The question cf the plucked : Evervbodv is holdin down his , 
B. L. candidates. sity, Kev cry bo y 16 & a head In 


Sir Maharaja Narendra Krishna’s original motion and Mr. Monomohan Ghose’s 
amended motion differed somewhat in language, they bore the same meaning. 
Kiverybody, therefore, understood that Mr. Ghose’s amended motion set the 
matter at rest. But how has that motion been since departed from? It has 
been decided to hold a fresh examination of the plucked candidates. Who could 
have thought that the learned University authorities would thus trample upon 
their own resolution, and along with it upon truth and justice too? The 


question of holding a re-examination was raised 1 Ln. 
quest f holding t as raised in the meeting of the 2ith 


February, and was indignantly rejected. | 

If the resolution adopted by the Senate at one meeting may be rejected 
at another, why not convert the new resolution into one requiring only a re- 
examination of the answers already submitted by the plucked candidates? 


word Elgin, the present Chancellor of the University, is known to be a right- 


eous man. Does it not behove His Lordship to set aside this unjust and 

unrighteous action of the University ? . 
16. The Salubh Dainik, of the 9th May, is glad that the 71 plucked B, L. 
We ee ee candidates will sue the Calcutta University in the 
i EPISESEES LB ELEASSE Vighy Court. The candidates have already engaged 


the services of Mr. Woodroffe, and let them also take Mr. Jackson on their side. 


They will not bo in want of funds, for the pupils of all the schools and 
colleges are ready to help them. Dharma will triumph in the end, and the 
writer heartily wishes the candidates success. Is it not possible to criminally 
prosecute the University authorities ? 


(1) —Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 
17. A correspondent of the-Ydubaria Darpan of the 27th April writes as 


Exeavation of tanks at Ulubaria follows :— oes 

inthe Howrah district. The money granted by tho Subdivisional 
wee: Officer of Ulubaria, in the district of Howrah, for 
the purpose of removing water-scarcity in the local khas mahal was spent last 
year an excavating a tank at Gosubuta, at a place within 20 yards of which 
is the dak bungalow tank, and at a distance of 10 cubits from which is a tank 
belonging to the Canal Company. ‘The town of Ulubaria, which possesses the 
advantages of a river and a canal, does not stand in need of any extra wateI- 

supply. Yet it is proposed to spend this year’s grant in excavating a ta 
behind the local toddy shop on a piece of land belonging to the same person, 
on whose land the last year’s tank was excavated. The water of the tank 
excavated last year at ges sey has become unfit for drinking purposes, and 
this year’s money should have been spent in improviug its condition. It 18 
also proposed to give a ghat to the tank to be excavated this year with bricks 
taken from the old public latrine at Ulubaria, but will not this have the effect 

of polluting the water of the new tank ? a 

18. Lhe Mindi Banyarasi of the 30th April says that the Musalmans of 
de ee Tikari, in the Gaya district, are offended with the 

r nf ; capality = and atte R | ’ gee 
the Miusshicins of Pie Municipality of that place because the Municipality 
had ‘removed a urinal from the ncighbourhood 0 
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\fathura Ram’s house to the front of Khan Bahadur’s Musjid. The Musalmans 
are also opposing the construction of the Jubilee well. 


19; I'he Sahachar of the 2nd May objects to the Arrah District Board’s — 


contributing towards the cost of the water-works 
in that town. The Lieutenant-Governor has justi- 
gn fied the action of the Board in this oe dra by 
saying that, as people coming to Arrah from the mufassal will hence orward 
get filtered water to drink, they ought to contribute something towards the 
expenses of the water-works. But on the same ground His Honour ought to 
make a free gift of the lakh of rupees which he has lent to the Arrah Munici- 

ality, for he, too, will get filtered water to drink when he next visits the town. 
The fact is that sometimes good things have to be done with bad means, and 
the construction of the water-works with money taken from the Arrah District 
Board is one instance of this. A despotic Government is not bound to feel too 
scrupulous regard for laws, and the money from the District Board will be taken 
in the present case on the same principle on which the procecds of the Famine 
Fund are misappropriated by Government, and District Boards are required to 
spend their own money on famine relief. The Lieutenant-Governor says that 
the population of Arrah is 40,000, and the cost of the water-works being 
4 lakhs of rupees, the incidence of the cost per head will be only Rs. 10. But 
the Amrita Bazar Patrika has shewn the fallacy of thisargument, and proved 
that.the real incidence will be Rs. 50. There is also no force in the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s argument that the water-works will save the people of Arrah Ks. 4 
per month, which they have to pay now ears to servants kept for the 
purpose of fetching water. Does not His Honour know that very few Hindu- 


The cost of the Arrah water- 


stani families engage servants for drawing water, and has he not seen women in > 


batches drawing water in pitchers morning and evening ? 

A sum of 15 thousand rupees annually will be needed to maintain the 
water-works, and where will the poor people of Arrah get all this money from? 
The authorities think that Municipal Commissioners under-assess their friends 
to the municipal rats, and that assessment by assessors will increase the 
incomes of Municipalities. This may be true, and revised assessments may 
increase the amount paid as municipal rate by those who are now under- 
assessed, But as no system of assessment will, in any way, lighten the burdens 
of the poor, the position that the poor at Arrah will be greatly inconvenienced 
by being assessed to a water-rate remains nnshaken. . 

20. The Murshidabad HMitaishi of the 2nd May says that Rs. 6,000, the 


SE RO estimated cost of maintaining the proposed water- 

water-works at Berbampore,, Works at Berhampore, should not be realised by 

taxing the rate-payers. They pay no water-rate 

at Dacca, and the Dacca Jail and the Dacca Lunatic Asylum are made to con- 

tribute towards the cost of maintaining the water-works there. It should be the 
same at Berhampore. 

21, ‘The Marussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 3rd May says that the 


Hindus of Budge: Budge have lodged an application 
MW ssa Slaughter-house in the Court of the Magistrate of Alipore chueiain- 
ing that the Musalmans have erected a slaughter- 
house in a Hindu quarter of that place. ‘The writer says that the silence of 
the Budge-Budge Municipality leads him to think that the house has been built 
With its permission. If it has not been so built, the Musalmans of ‘Budge- 
Budge niust be held responsible for this wrong act. 
22. ‘lhe Bangavasi of the 5th May says that though Sir Charles Elliott 
is unable to give the assurance that water-works 
and better drainage will drive fever out of Bengal, 
His Honour is still determined on trying the effect 
of water works on the health of the country. ‘lhe idea of water- works is a 
pure whim of his, the value of which he, having power in his hand, is deter- 
mined to test. It was for this reason that when opening the Arrah water-works 
lis Honour expressed himself greatly displeased with the native Press for 
objecting to the levy cf a tax for the gratification of his whim. But the native 
ress Cannot help objecting. If the writings in that Press are so distasteful to 
the authorities, they may as well deprive it of its freedom, and tell native 


editors not to write anything which is unpalatable to them. 


Sir Charles Elliott’s water- 
Works scheme. 


SaHacwHaR, 
May 2nd, 1894. 
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May 2nd, 1894, 
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(y)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and trrigation, 


23. The Bangavasi of the 5th May has the following:— | 

The English have laid railway lines in thi 

_ Railways and canals are in- country and are running railway trains upon them 

steel tp tad A six months’ journey of the old times is now 

rformed in six days. Thanks to the railways, people in this country have now 

seldom to live away from home and family for any long period. Where people 

could formerly see their dear ones only once in a year, they now see them every 
day,—at least once in a week, All this is very good indeed. 


But it is these railways which have facilitated the export of all staple 
products of the country, and nothing has been of greater use and advantage 
to the merchant rulers of India than railways. It is true railways facilitate 
the transport of food-grains to distressed parts of the country during a famine, 
but it is owing precisely to this transport Peony | that there remains little in 
the country to be transported to famine-stricken places. 


Tho railways have struck a blow at the caste system, for in railway carriages 
eople of all castes have to sit side by side on the same benches. The railways 
lave made the poor ecase-loving, for they can no longer walk long distances on 
foot. The railways are draining away the food of the country, and even the 
poor mufassal people-are finding food as dear as the residents of towns. 


The railways havo, it is true, provided employment fora large number of 
people, and have by making transport of food-grains easier, effectually provided 
against famine; but it is the railways, too, which are taking away the food 
of millions towards the ports, and are thus making the country a permanent 
home of famine. Besides, tho railroads by: requiring embankments to be 
constructed throughout the country, have made it a hotbed of disease. 


The English have constructed, and are still constructing, a large number 
of canals ; the object being to facilitate commerce, and also in some measure 
to improve agriculture. Their canals have proved beneficial to commerce, but 
have not effected much improvement in agriculture, for canal water is not 
good for all sorts of crops, and though it increases the fertility of the soil 
for some time, it leaves behind it effects which are as bad as they are lasting. But 
this is not the case with well-water and tank-water, which never impair the fertility 
of the soil. But under British rule, greater importance is attached to canals than 
to wolls and tanks, though millions of wells and tanks might be excavated with 
the money that is spent in excavating a single canal, thus saving the crops 1p 
millions of villages from the effects of drought and their inhabitants from 
wator-scarcity. If the English rulers had not been such lovers of canals, they 
might havo filled the country with tanks and wells, besides re-excavating old 
tanks which are silting up. This would have done the country incalculable 
good. <As it is, Government has to incur debts for railways and for canals, 


and the country has to support a very large number of European engineers and 
other employés for railways and canals. 


Tho Mnglish rulers have executed many other public works besides railways 
and canals, Before railways were constructed, Government had to construct 
good roils and keep them in repair for the transport of troops. Since the 
constryction of railways, roads have received less attention, but not so large 
public buildings. Roads and many public buildings have been made over to 
the District Boards, which have to keep them in propor order out. of the funds 
granted to them from the road and public works cesses, of which the best 
portion is retained by Government itself. The chargo of public buildings m 
the towns has been retaincd by Government in its own hands, and ‘they cost 


‘much money every yeur, though the country derives no good from them. 


When the ‘Taj and. the Kutabminar have done the country no good, im what 
way can the big buildings constructed by the British Government—be—of use 


to the country ? Government has also had to construct big bridges for railway — 


lines. And the country has suffered no less by these bridges than by the 
raulways themselves, 


But railways, canals, bridges and water-works are all doing great good to 


England, by vivine work and employment to her, men and making a market 


for the products of her factories, 
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94. Referring to Mr. R. C. Dutt’s appointment as Commissioner of the gyanwan Saxsrva, | Ny Me 


| Burdwan Division, the Burdwan Sanjivani of the 1st 
Mr. R. C. Dutt’s appointment Mav writes as follows:— 


to a Commissionership. : This is the first time a native has been 


appointed a Divisional Commissioner. As a Magistrate, Mr. Dutt has shown © 


that Bengalis are fully able to govern a district; and as a Commissioner, he will 
show that they are also able to govern a division. It 1s said, however, that 
Mr. Dutt will remain in his new office only for a short time ; if 80, Government 
‘; not likely to get any satisfactory proof of his ability to do his new duties. 
It is therefore desirable that he should hold his new office for some considerable 


time. ) 

95, The Vikrampur of the 3rd May says that the inconvenience felt by 

, the people of Hansuil and the adjoining villages in 

A postal complaint from the the Dacca district from the absence of a post-office 

er has induced them to submit a memorial to the 

Deputy Postmaster-General, Dacca, for the establishment of a post-office at 

Hansail. It is hoped that the Deputy Postmaster-General will grant the prayer 

of the memorialists, especially as a post-office at Hansail is likely to be a self- 
supporting one. 

26. ‘The Bharat Mitra of the 3rd May thinks that the post peons of Calcutta 

* have good grounds to complain against the postal 

authorities. Their emoluments are: too small in 

consideration of the services they render. They are hardly granted even sick 

leave. 


The post peons in Valcutta. 


Some time ago they held a meeting to consider in what way they should | 


represent their grievances to the authorities. Another a was arranged 
for, and the fact was brought to the notice of all post peons in Calcutta by means 
of post-cards. On being informed of this, the Postmaster-General invited the 
peons to the Presidency Post Office, calling in at the same time some police- 
men, perhaps to disperse the peons with threatening words. 


Seeing that the peons woald not easily yield, and that they were ready even 
to take the law into their own hands (for some one actually assaulted a chaprasi), 
the Postmaster-General promised to help them in the way they desired. 

It is said that the peons were ready to resign in a body. 


27.. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash of the 6th May says that pacca pasxass, 


| ] i : 
Vis his ss te nearly all the registry offices in the mufassal of the 


gan} in the district of Mymen- ; : 
singh, , registry office at Isvarganj has got the worst 


= os name of all. This will be proved by examining the 
accounts of the local mukhtars of the zamindars of Mymensingh, ‘The evidence 
of the local pleaders, traders and other people should be taken on the subject, 
and the affairs of the registry office should be thus thoroughly overhauled. Many 
ee say that during the Netrakona and Kendua enquiries, Mr. Muzafar 

loshein, out of his love for his co-religionists, forgave the shortcomings of the 


oficers employed in the Isvarganj Sub-Registry Office. And his love for his 


co-religionists is also responsible for the power and influence which the son of 
andail now enjoys. : 


23, The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 9th May has the follow- Damm.o-Samacain 


rion, duestion of the compensae> Ing :— ; : : | 
email When the mints in this country were closed to 
ie free coinage of silver, Government fixed the price of the rupee at ls. 4d., 
ome undertook to pay compensation to its European and Eurasian officers at the 
2 He ls. Od. per rupee on one-half of their salaries. But after the closing 
af 10 mints, the rupee, instead of rising to 1s. 4d. as expected, fell to ls. 1d., 
nd this necessarily increased the amount which has to. be paid as compensation. 
: i¢ loss on this head has been estimated at one crore and 12 lakhs of rupees a 
year, but the actual loss will be considerably larger. People are saying that 
overnment should have contemplated the possibility of the rapee falling lowor 
an its fixed value, and, accordingly, refrained from granting a compcnsation 


Mymensingh district have got a bad name, but the , 
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allowance to.its European and Eurasian officers so hastily. Many are of 
opinion that Government knew all this, and granted the allowance with the 
view of indirectly increasing the salary of its European and Eurasian officers, 
In Bengal so large a number of officers as 528 are drawing this allowance; and 
many of them have got no home remittance to make. By thus giving them 
an increase in these hard days, Government has done a grossly unjust act. Ag 
a consequence of this step, the people are questioning Government’s professed 
love of justice. ‘Though the salaries of the European servants of Government 
have been increased, those of its native servants remain the same. When the 


question of giving an increase to these latter, in consideration of increased 


prices of things, was raised in Council, the Lieutenant-Governor said that he wag 
not prepared to be liberal with other people’ money, and that Government is not 
bound to see whether or not its officers can maintain themselves decently with 
the salary they get. ‘True, but how is it that the same argument was not used 
in deciding the question of granting compensation allowance to Europeans and 


Eurasians ? Did not Government in their case play the cn with other 


eople’s money ? ‘l'he pay of the Anglo-Indian officers has been increased, their 
bread has been loaded with butter, their cup of milk has been sweetened with 
sugar with money taken from the people of India; but when the question of 
ameliorating the condition of its native officers comes up, Government talks of 
justice and economy! ‘This leads the people to impugn the justice and _ fairness 


of Government, and it has become necessary for Government to do something to 
retrieve its reputation. 


11].— LEGISLATIVE. 


29. The Sahachar of the 2nd May says org" 1 py the —s 
sa of the Bengal Municipal Bill at the last meeting o 

Nath Banerji ae an on the Bengal Council, the Hon'ble Babu Surendra 
the Bengal Municipal Bill. Nath Banerji and the Hon'ble Mr. W. C. Bonerji 
committed a political blunder. In the course of the discussion over the measure, 
the Lieutenant-Governor in many instances showed deference to public opinion, 
and the Hon’ble Mr. Bourdillon accepted amendments whenever it was possible 
for him to do so. It contains many good provisions, and in the form in which 
it has been passed, will uot be injurious to the cause of local self-government 
in the country. ‘The native members should have, therefore, ppenimenel 
voted for it. ‘The two votes which have been given against the measure, wl 
carry no weight either with the Government or with the public, and the 
latter will not consent to go up to the Viceroy with a memorial against It. 
Babu Surendra Nath is a great lover of his country, but he is regarded as an 
‘irreconcileable’ by the European community, and the writer fears that Govern- 
ment is also gradually coming to regard him in that light. The native members 
of the Legislative Councils should do™nothing without careful consideration. 


It is hoped that Surendra Babu will in future avoid every such mistake as he 
has committed on this occasion. 


80. The Banganivasi of the 4th May says that the new Bengal Municipal 


3 | . ul s viden- 
The new Bengal Municipal Act. Act will curtail scligovernment instead of \ 
ya 


‘ing it. 
31. The Pratikar of the 4th May hopes that the Viceroy will not givé 
The Beneel Manieinal Act. his assent to the Bengal Municipal Act which 


contains several objectionable provisions. 


32. The Sanjivani of the 5th May says that the new Bengal Municipal | 


ae Act, though an improvement on the old Act in some 

= ee eee te respects, has eiitieaad the scope of self-govern 
ment instead of widening it. But notwithstanding this, those members who 
represent the Bengal Municipalities in the Council, namely, Raja Jagadindra 
Natk Roy and Mr. Lalmohun Ghosh, took so little interest in it that the formet 
was not present the day the Act was passed, and the latter did not oppor its 
passing; and the latter even suid that he did not think it fit to oppose the Act 
after the compromise that had been made. Mr. Ghosh said nothing about the 
nature of the compromise he referred to. It is for the mufassal municipalities 
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to judge of the conduct of their representative. Babu Surendra Nath os 

though not a representative of the mufassal municipalities, most courageously 

opposed the passing of the Act. : | 
33. The Dacca Prakash of the 6th May approves of the proposal to amend = Pacca Prakasn, 

the Bengal ‘Tenancy Act, and says that an amend- — May 6th, 1884. 

ment of the law has become absolutely necessary — 

. in the interest of small land-holders. Under the 

Tenancy Act it has become very difficult for this class of men to realise rent 

‘om their raiyats, for they must now spend at least 25 rupees to realise one 

rupee. And apart from the cost, litigation involves such endless trouble and 

annoyance that they often choose to forego their dues rather than realise them 

by the aid of the courts. They are being ruined as a class, and their ruin will 

not certainly be advantageous to Government. Most of them come from old 

families who aided Government in establishing its rule in this country, and if 

thoy are ruined through the imperfection of the laws it has made, the people’s 

respect for British rule will diminish and they will come to regard the British 

administrative policy with suspicion. Again, as the parvenus who will ste 

into the places of these scions of old families, cannot on possess the spirit 

of self-sacrifice and liberality of their predecessors, they will lose no oppor- 

tunity of oppressing their raiyats. And as their mone will enable them to 

commit oppression with impunity, it is not at all improbable that the raiyats 

will at last become exasperated and rise against a Government which can give 

them no redress against wrong. As regards the small land-holders, mutual \ 

rivalry amongst them prevents them from oppressing their raiyats. For 

this reason, the raiyats of these land-holders are much better off than the 

raiyats of big zamindars, constantly oppressed as they are by the amla in 

the service of the latter. Again, as raiyats are not bound to pay rent 

revularly, and zamindars have not the power of interference as regards 

the lands in the possession of their raiyats, small land-holders are indifferent 

inthe matter of protecting their lands against encroachment by neighbours. 

And as 12 years’ dispossession bars one’s right to the land, the small 

‘zamindars often lose a considerable portion of their mahals by encroachment, 

and their incomes fall off so largely that their mahals no longer yield evén the 

revenues which have to be paid for them. When this happens, Government 

cannot recover its dues even by selling the mahals by auction. All this 

mischief is owing to there being no good provision in the Tenancy Act for the 

realisation of rent from raiyats. The law on the point should therefore be 

amended. When a raiyat has not paid rent for his land for at least three 

successive years, his right to it Baca # be declared extinguished unless within 

one month from receiving a notice from court he pays the rent which he owes | 

to the zamindars, in addition to all the costs of litigation incurred by the latter. 

A provision of this nature will cause no inconvenience to the raiyat, for he can 

always pay his rent into Court in the case of his zamindar’s refusal to accept it. 

And considering that a zamindar’s mahal is sold by auction for arrears of 

revenue due upon one kist, it will not be any hardship to the ralyat if he is 

requred to pay rent in 12 kists in three years, and is moreover allowed one month 

of vrace. Recovery of rent may also be facilitated by extending to the case of 

all taluks with fixed jamas and of all tenures the rules of the Patni Regula- 

tion of 1819. It is a well-known fact that big talukdars and mirasdars do not 

often pay rent to their zamindars, and as the latter do not in many cases seek 

the aul of the courts in the realisation of their dues, a large quantity of the 

lands belonging to their estates, often comes to be incorporated with other 

estates through the machinations of these talukdars and mirasdars and the Gov-. 

‘rnment revenue suffers. Act VIII of 1885 requires raiyats to deposit in the 

court the amount which they themselves admit as due from them as rent. But 

this provision of the law, which is intended to enable zamindars to get their dues 

Without difficulty, is often not given effect to by the Munsifs, who admit 

ruyats pleas without requiring them to make the necessary rent deposits. Again 

When the raiyat admits only a very small fraction of the amount really due 

trom him, he is not punished for his fraud when it is detected, in the way the 

4“Mindar is punished when he overstates his due. This is not as it pins be, — 

and the law on the subject should be equalised by being made applicable 


oth raivat and zamindar. 


The Bengal Tenancy Act 
Amendment Mill. 
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V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


34. Tho Sanjivant of the 5th May reports the following deaths from 
scarcity in the Tippera district:— 

It has been proved by an enquiry made by the 
Honorary Magistrate, Babu Kalinath Nandi, of 
Kalikachchha in Sarail, that two daughters of one Kumarnath, a resident of 
Manirbag within that place, have died from the effects of starvation. 


Dengu and the son of Ganesnath, both residents of Bangra in the 
Muradnagar thana, have also died from the same cause. 


Dengu, the father of Muhammad Ali and a resident of Nabiabad in the 
same thana, has committed suicide under the stress of hunger. Will Govern. 
ment sit idle even after these deaths from starvation ? 


35. A correspondent of the Bangavdsi of the 5th May writes as 
follows :— ) 
Great distress prevails within the jurisdiction 
of the Kotalipara thana in the Faridpur district. The correspondent, who 
represents the Faridpur Surhid Sabha, has paid visits to ye! family suffering 
from distress in the villages Bura, Radhaganj, Dighaliya, Lakharpur, Chorkul, 
Madara, Jamulia, Bainan, Vittalpara, Karkha, Guyakhola, Dighirpar, Suagram, 
&c, The sufferers in these may be divided into three classes, The first class 
consists of peasants who are managing to live from hand to mouth, but who, 
for want of cattle and-seed-grain, are unable to cultivate their lands. They 
told the correspondent that if loaus were not obtained from Government, about 
one-fourth of the cultivable lands would remain uncultivated; and from what the 
correspondent himself saw, he was of the same — And so, if Government 
does not give them loans, there will be a severe famine in these parts. next year. 
Sume are borrowing money at an interest of 122 per cent. per month. But 
there being no rich people in these parts, money 1s scarcely available even 


Deaths from scarcity in 
Tippera. 


Distress in the Faridpur district. 


_at this high rate of interest. The second class consists of the lower class of 


peasants and middle class i Se who are getting a meal at intervals of two 
or three days. These people have been reduced to skeletons for want of proper 
nourishment. The third class consists of the blind, the lame and otherwise 
incapacitated persons, and of the beggars. 


In most houses not a handful of rice was found. In some parents knew 
not how to support their children, while the latter were appeasing their hun- 


vor as far as they might by eating unripe mangoes. These F a0 took the 
correspondent for a Government officer and cried out—‘‘ O, Huzoor! save us 


_by giving us food, and enabling us to cultivate our lands.” Their condition 


was really pitiable. In some houses the hearths were covered with cobwebs, 
because they were not lighted oftener than once in two or three days. 


The women are going about in rags; and distress has driven Musalman 
and Namasudra women out of their houses, and they can be seen, contrary to 
their custom, in public places like Adts and bazars. 

Cholera, too, is raging and is taking away four or five victims every day. 

The District Board has done the people a real service this year by con- 
structing a road and excavating a canal from Ghagar to Paysa. | 


The wut in the Gopalganj thana has been completely overcome by 
a plentiful Joro harvest. But this crop is never-grown in Kotalipara, and only 4 


small yield of it was obtained this year from the lands bordering on the Ghagar 


Canal, A larze number of people have gone away to work as labourers, as the 


season for cutting the Joo crop has arrived. This has slightly improved the 
situation. But much want still exists. - 


36. According to the same paper, severe scarcity prevails in Tippe? 
_ The Maharaja of Hill Tippera has contributed five 

thousand rupees for the relief of distress m 
Numagar, and the zamindar of Sarail has contributed eight thousand rupees for 
the benefit of his own raiyats. So far the zamindars have done their duty. 
But what is the zamindars’ zamindar, the ruler of the country, doing at this 
juncture ? Will he sit. idle after having spent the famine fund in granting 
exchange compensation allowances to European officers ? 


Distress in the Tippera district. 
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VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


37. The Sahuchar of the 2nd May refers to the smearing of mango trees 
The clay-cake affair. in Bihar, and remarks as follows:— 


It is a pity that tho incident in question had not occurred at the time 
when the Raja of Bhinga wrote his article in the Nineteenth Century. : Of course, 
‘t is the Congressist badmashes who are doing this smearing work, which 18 onl 
a preliminary to a general rising against Government. And things have certainly 
come to such a pass, that is, if power is not placed in the hands of men like Raja 
Udaya Pratap, the officers of Government will be no longer able to protect the 
empire with the help of the police, the magistracy and the army. Government 
has asked the Maharaja of Darbhanga to explain the meaning of the smearing 
affair, and the -Maharaja will no doubt give a satisfactory explanation. His 
explanation will probably be the same as the writer's, viz., that ‘the mango trees 
are expected to yield a good crop. Other conjectures are of course being 
indulged in, in connection with this affair, and some look upon it as an attempt 
on the part of certain Sannyasis to revive the sanctity of Janukpur. But 
whatever the explanation may be, this much is certain, that the incident does not 


possess the ominous significance which the chapatis affair before the outbreak 


of the sepoy mutiny possessed. Since the mutiny the country has mado great 
progress, and the people have perfect confidence in the Government. The 
arrangements which Government made for the convenience of pilgrims at the 
last fair at Hardwar have convinced everybody that it is always ready to 
rectify its errors. It is moreover no longer possible to excite the people by 
falsely attributing to. Government a desire to interfere with their religion. 
Men like Captain Hearsay complained that the water pipes in the town of 
Benares contained grease, but the people have not believed him and are using 
the pipe water. The Congress, which is so often attacked, has repeatedly 
declared that the country cannot do without the present Government. In these 
days of Russian advance, the country would not have enjoyned peace and 
security, even if a Vikramaditya or an Akbar had been its ruler. But thanks 
to the power of the English, no enemy can now cross the boundaries of India on 
any side. The people know all this and value the Government accordingly. 
The smearing affair need therefore cause no anxiety to Government. It. has 
absolutely no political significance, and there should be no agitation about it. 
Zamindars and educated people cannot be at its bottom; it is probably, after 
all, the work of some agriculturists and Sannyasis. It was a mistake on the part 
of Government to bring it to notice at all. Left unnoticed, it would have been 
by this time forgotten. 
38. The same paper has the following :— 


PGP The other day a Hindu procession, with music, 
ie Hindu * Stttude towards ~~ Wag passing though the strects of Poona. When the 

oS procession neared a musjid, the Musulmans objected 
to the music, but the Hindus pleaded prescriptive right. They were, however, 
ultimately prevailed upon to stop music, and a collision was thus averted. 
This shows that the Hindus do not wish to hurt the feelings of the Musalmans. 
Uhe Musalmans’ objection to the Hindu music is unreasonable, for they 
themselves make incessant and interminable music on all festive occasions, and 
the Hindus do not object to it. If the ringing of bells in Hindu temples and 
Ouscs 18 objected to, the ringing of church bells will require to be stopped. If 
the Musalmans object to Hindus making music during their prayer time, they 
‘00 will have to cease making music when the Hindus shall be engaged in 
prayer. ‘The committees which are now engaged in scttling the points of 
‘Liference between Hindus and Musalmans should soon come to a decision on 
the subject! But, after all, everything depends on Government, and it should 
tbandon its prejudice against the Hindus, Sir Charles Elliott’s anti-Hindu 
tir in Council have given rise to’‘comment and led the Hindus to think 
‘at Government is hostile to them. And Government is not likely to gain 
mens by encouraging the spread of such a belief. Moreover, Sir Charles 
. te and his party should bear in mind that by undul 


y encouraging one 
Wn of the people, they will only lead them to increase their demands for 
Prvucges., If the Pioneer's articles on the subject of the recent Hindu-Musalman 


"ots express the views of the Lieutenant-Governor and his officials, then it is 


SaAHACHAR, 
May 2nd, 1894, 
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clear that they believe in the existence of a number of secret socicties in the 
country, and hold them responsible for'every trouble that occurs. Now, secrot 
societies do not as a matter of fact exist in this country, but repeatcd] 
talking about them may call them into existence. It is for Government {, 
consider whether or not it has become necessary for it to revise its opinion of 
the Hindus. 

39. The Sulabh Dainik of the 4th May has the following :— 

Government favours the Musalmans and hates 
Sir Charles Elliott's view of the the Hindus. The Lieutenant-Governor conside 

eow-slaughter riots. . rs 
| the Musalmens as so many saints and regards the 
Hlindus as ‘notorions conspirators.’”’ Government has held the Hindu 
responsible for the cow-slaughter riots, and thinking that the Musalmans are 
oppressed by them, has given the latter assurances of safety and protection, and 
the result has been that the Hindus have been sent to jail in batches, while the 

Musalmans are living in happiness and security. 

Unlike Sir Charles Elliott, Sir Antony MacDonnell was not sure that it 
was the Hindus who were wholly to blame for the riots, and he, therefore. 
deputed Mr. LeMesurier to Bihar to enquire and submit a report. The result 
of the enquiries made by this officer and the report sent by him have not been 
given to the public. It, however, appears from the remark made by Mr. LeMe- 
suricr to a Hindu gentlemen, namely, that there was so great a panic among the 
Hindus that they dared not approach him or give him any information, that 
that officer was able to ascertain something like the true cause of the late 
disturbances in Bihar. Mr. LeMesurier has also had the opportunity of conferring 
with the European planters of that province. These men, who ie among the 
people and freely mix with them, possess a thorough knowledge of the coun. 
try, and are better qualified to speak as to the cause of the. riots than the 
officials of Government, and these men have sent a- memorial to Government 
which contains a correct account of the way in which the riots were brought 
ubout and suggestions as to what Government should do to prevent their 
recurrence and to conciliate the: Hindus. 

Unlike Sir Charles Elliott, the European indigo-planters of Bihar did not 
set the Hindus down for pucca badmashes. According to Sir Antony Mac- 
Donnell, religious bigotry was at the bottom of the disturbances. But this view, 
too, did not find favour with the planters. The latter live in the place where 
the riots occurred, they are acquainted with the condition of the country and 
its people, and being eye-witnesses of the occurrences, their opinion as to their 
“use 18 more correct and entitled to more respect than that of outsiders. Now. 
these men unhesitatingly declare that it was only because the officials offered 
an insult to the Hindu religion at theadvice of the Musalmans that this fire was 


“kindled, ©, Lieutenant-Governor, these are not our words. These are words 


spoken by men of your own ilk, by Europeans, and not by “Kalaadmis” that 
you must hesitate to believe, or at which you will cock up your nose. Hear 
how noble are your pet Musalmans, and how impartial are the civilian officials, 
those darlings of yours, Anyone who has a grain of common sense, and who 
‘an distinguish his right hand from his left, will say that these riots were due 
solely to the faults of the officials. The Indian civilian does not’ come out to 
this country to dispense justice, but to fatten upon Indian money and harass 
the inoffensive Indians. We know this, but we are unable to give it out. But 
Sahebs will not fear the Bengal musnud, and cry ditto as we do. What they 
think they have fearlessly declared. But you, who are firm in your resolve, 
the just refuge of the civilians, and the hope of the Musalmans, cannot hear 
them. Sir Charles Crosthwaite came to see all this in the end, and at the 
request of the European planters of Bihar, has established conciliation ¢com- 
mittees to promote good feeling between the indus and Musalmans, and issue 
w circular to prevent the slaughter of sacrificial bulls. Sir Charles Elliott, t00. 
a a circular, but, thanks to Musalman abdar that circular has become a dea 
etter, . 
— But where is Mr. LeMesurier now?- And where is Mr. Rogers, who spoke 
so Lnpartially on) the subject of the riots ? According to the Morning Post 
NeEWSpiuper, Mr. Rovers has been compellod to retire from the service and g° to 
Lugland, probably for good. But what is the good of all these enquiries when 


Sir Charles klliott has characterised the Hindus as “ nefarious conspirators, 


and 
trial 
vel 
con 
tin 
thie 

ahi 
the 

pea 
{lie 
ot ¢ 


( 369 ) 


and his saintly counsellors have supported him in that view ? Who shall con- 
vadict them? Our protests will be of no avail, But, Licvtenant-Governor, one 
veil and-a-half more and your rule will come to an end, and it is our firm 
‘onviction that your good sense will return after this period, and that when that 
me comes you will be praised as much as you were when you had not become 
‘he ruler of Bengal. What else can you do to us during this space of one and- 
vhalf year? Lou may do and say whatever you like, but that the officials are 
che caure of the late cow-slaughter riots has been clearly proved by the Euro- 
pean indigo-planters of Bihar. And Lord Lansdowne encouraged those 
Miicials. Praised be the indigo-planters of Bihar, whose honesty 1s now a source 
of congratulation to the whole world! ‘Truth shall and must prevail. 

40. The Sudhakar of the 4th May has the following :—- | 

The Daintk is smarting under jealousy at the 
Hindu feeling against =the appointment of a stipendiary Muhammadan Magis- 
oe trate as a- Magistrate in the Calcutta Police Court. 
Isthisa result of the high and liberal education which Bengal has been 
receiving? The Babu editors of Bengal want to pose as wise, liberal, patriotic 
aud righteous men, who speak the truth, love the truth, and publish nothing 
ut the truth. In practice, however, they seldom give proof of these noble 
qualities; on the contrary, they act in the basest manner possible. The Hindu 
community, and the Hindu community of Bengal in particular, are anxious to 
establish and extend a Hindu empire, but if British power were withdrawn, 
would they be able to keep the base, ignorant and illiterate Musalmans in sub- 
jection like so many Sonthals, Bheels and Kukis? Whatever the education of 
the Bengali Hindus may be, and however much they may boast of bravery and 
truthfulness, they must not think for a moment that without the aid of the 
British bayonet they will be able to keep for a single day under their unjust 
rule a people who, like the Muhammadans, are inspired by the glory of a pure 
and sublime faith, and whose religious zeal has no parallel on earth. Let the 
Babus, therefore, think how very ungrateful they must be to the English, if 
they failed in devotion and loyalty tothem. It would be unspeakable mean- 
ness on their part not to show devotion and respect to or to express ill- 
feeling against, the English by whose favour they have risen to the highest 
summit of honour and preferment, And would it be gentlemanly conduct 
on the part of the Babus to give vent to feelings of jealousy, if their 
tellow-countrymen, the Musalmans were to enjoy a share of the rights due to 
them as the natives of the country ? 

The writer is able to prove that Hindu judicial officers are generally 
corrupt and guilty of partiality. It is not therefore good for the country to be 
ruled by such men, though unfortunately it is their rule that is spreading in the 
country. ‘T'hat the Musalmans did not object to be ruled by such incompetent 
llindu officers is because they had hoped that these officers would improve in 
the course of. time. But seeing that the Hindu newspapers, which are respon- 
sible for the formation of, public opinion among the Hindu community, are 
lull of jealousy against the Musalmans, and that it is impossible for the 
Musalmans to win the affection of their Hindu fellow-countrymen, the writer 
Tequests the Musalman community to take care of their own rights and 
. interests. If it be that the Musalmans do not wish that the strength of the 

Sudra community should increase, do not want to make it. an aim of their 
life to worship Brahmans and Kayasthas, and do not consider it an honour 
t) worship idol-worshippers who are themselves bound in chains of slavery, then 
they should come forward to lay their grievances before their legitimate 
protectors who are always ready to protect the weak and the poor, These 
protectors will not, it is certain, tell them that they should either leave the 
“uutry or go into bondage. No, they will, on the contrary, take steps which 
Will enable the Musalmans to live in the country with their honour and 
Mspectability inviolate. - | 
o Al. The Sanjivani of the 5th May is very sorry to announce the death of 


jhe late Babu Kali Charan the retired Deputy Magistrate Babu Kali Charan 


thosh, Ghosh, who had few equals in this country in respect 
’ | of probity, independence, and fearlessness. He was 


: ve Ne praised by Government for his ability as an officer. It is much to be 
“etetted that Sir Charles Elliott once quarrelled with him in order to uphold the 


SUDHAKAR 
May 4th. 1894, 
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May Sth, 1894, 
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prestige of the Government Solicitors, Messrs. Sanderson and Company. It is 
doubtful whether any Bengali ever gave proof of such independence as wa, 
displayed by Babu Keli Charan on the occasion of that quarrel. Subsequently 
Sir Charles proposed to confer upon Babu Kali Charan the title of « R:: 
Bahadur,” but the latter refused it with scorn. 
42. The Bangarasi of the 5th May has learnt that cholera is raging 
violently in village Belta within the jurisdiction of 
the Uthni thana in the Mamkganj sub-division ¢j 
the Dacea district, and that five or six deaths are occuring every day. 

43. The same paper has learnt that cholera is raging violently iy 

oe , Astugharia in the Kishoreganj sub-division of the 

Pin tig in the Mymensingh Mymensingh district. Sixteen people have already 

died, and five or six more are lying in a_ hopeless - 

condition, No medical aid is available, and everybody attacked with the 
disease has fallen a victim to it. | 

44. Vhe Sulabh Dainik of the 7th May has the following :— 

We have so long duly, and to the best of our 
knowledge and belief, pointed out the merits and 
demerits of the acts done by the Lieutenant-Governor, So far as we know, 
His Honour is an exceedingly estimable man in the social sphere, and is not 
in the least wanting in those virtues and accomplishments that always charac- 
terise persons of noble birth. He is amiable, kind-hearted, and exceedingly 
social; but a consideration of his system of admimistration suggests the question, 
how a person so good and gentle as His Honour can conduct himself as 
aw ruler in such a way. | 

The Licutenant-Governor is not a friend of self-government, he is in 
favour of a high percentage of convictions in criminal cases; and he tried to 
make the adininistration of justice despotic by abolishing jury trial in this 
country. It is [lis Honour’s wish that ‘ native niggers” should bear oppression 
in silence; and, according to his idea of loyalty, a loyal people have no right to 
indulee even in piteous wails. It is His Honour’s ardent desire that no subject 
should be ventilated in the newspapers, and he gave free ‘expression to this 
desire in connection with the case of Dr. Trailokyanath Mitra. ‘The Lieutenant. 
Governor is indeed an advocate of retrenchment, but he is silent whenever 
retrenchment is likely to injuire his own countrymen. His Honour is good 
and amiable and righteous. Why, then, should the administration of the man 
Who possesses so many good qualities get such a bad name ? : 

Some of His Honour’s sayings are likely to beeome proverbial in this country. 
That unmatched observation of his—t some one ought to be punished for the 
day's work,” will for ever remain engraven in men’s memory. ‘The preseribing 
of the “kesur dict” during famine has also become proverbial. Suppose 
a riot has occurred, and people have been killed and wounded on both sides. 
But, O ieuterant-Governor, the law does not say that anybody and everybody 
must be pumshed for the occurrence. People know all about the matter, nay, 
they see a number of corpses on the ground before their eyes, but what can 
they do? Unless the real offender can be traced, the Judge cannot punish 
anvbody else for the offence which has been cemmitted. Of course, if the 
law had provided for the arrest and punishment of any chance passers-by, 
there might have been some likelihood of His Honour’s remark about “ some- 
body bemg punished for the day's work” being given efiect to. But as there 
Is ho such. provision in the law, the remark can only be regarded as so much 
Incoherent talk. As regards the “kesur dict,’ did it become His Honour 
to prescribe such food for a starving people? | A kind-hearted man as His 
Honour is, how could he propose such stuff for the hunger-stricken wretch 
Vearpmg fora handful of ree ? . 

There would have been no room for such comments as these if. we had 
known that His Honour acts with impartiality in all cases. But if there be 
anvehing like purtialiey on the part of one to whom ft is civen to wield the rr 
of justice, the defeet Lecomes as conspicuous as a black line ona white 
wround, Tt ois only when a native accused is discharged by a court that 
His Honour's heart receives a shock, that his conscience begins to torment hin, 
and he becomes restless. It is only on such oceasions that weighty 2? 
conscientious pronouncements like the one referred to above, namely, “ some one 


Cholera in the Dacea district. 


Sir Charles Elliott. 
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ought to be punished for the day's work,” are made by His Honour. But 
when the defendant so acquitted by a court is an Englishman, instead of 
receiving a shock, His TLonour’s heart leaps with joy, and he says nothing about 
the necessity-of inflicting punishment on anybody and everybody. In such 
cases, he experiences intense delight if he can on some pretext or another 
bring about a criminal prosecution of the native plaintiff. Natives occasionally 
lose their lives at the hands of Europeans. The corpses of these natives hie 
before His Honour’s eyes. But no violence is done to his conscience, if the 
persons charged with murder in such cases are let off by the courts; nor does 
he say anything about the desirability of some one being punished for the 
day’s work. Ilow shall we understand this mystery, and who is there that 
can explain it to us? Even his enemies sty that the Licutenant-Governor is a 
conscientious man, and that being the son of a clergyman, he has inherited 
the religious disposition of his father. And Ifis Honour does, as a matter of 
fact, show great respect for religion. Hence it is that we ask—how could a man 
like him beeome such ? 

The injunction about a “ kesur dict” is marked by the same _ spirit of 
partiality. It behoves His HTonour to 1 vmember that in the matter of appetite, 
sleep, and other requirements of their animal nature, there is no difference 
between natives and Europeans. A native cannot appease his hunger by 
eating iron or stone Just as an Innglishman cannot live by eating gold; and a 
native’s hunger is nothing worse than, or inferior to, an Enelishman’s hunger. 
How could His Honour then prescribe a kesur diet for famine stricken natives, 
while he made other and better arrangements for Europeans ? The Lieutenant- 
Governor tried heart and soul to get a Commission appointed for the purpose 
of devising means whereby Iburasians might be enabled to earn a_ livelihood. 
Why this diferent treatment of tho two communities? They both live in this 
country; why is ‘kesur dict” prescribed for natives and arrangements 
ona gigantic scale made for Eurasiis? Ilis Honour is a just and impartial 
man, ‘Then why this difference ? 

The Lieutenant-Governor is praised by many for his strict regard and great 
respect for justice. Men like him are generally found to be strict and rigorous 
rulers. It matters little whether a ruler is stern or lenient so long as ho is 
a respecter of justice. But has Sir Charles Elliott been able to follow the 
principles of justice? Has he not rather tarnished his fair fame? Mr. Radice, 
who was punished by Sir Antony MacDonnell, has been granted promotion by 
Sir Charles Ethott even before the expiry of his term of punishment. Mr. Lang 
woused a Musalman in open court by calling him the son of a Hindu father ; 
the injured man complained on aflidavit, and yet the Lieutenant-Governor 
granted hin no redress. Myr. Harrison, a Civilian, has been dismissed from 
Government service for ordermg a Musalinan’s beard to be cut off; but a 
Musalman was abused in open court by being called the son of a Hindu father, 
and vet he got no redress under Sir Charles Elliott’s rule. The Commissioner, 
Mr. Skrine, who is Sir Charles Elliott’s biographer, was transferred by 
Sir Antony MacDonnell for neglect of duty. With these instances before us, 
how can the Licutenant-Governor be revarded | as a respectcr of justice ? [lis 
Honour enjoys a good name. Why is he going to lose it ? 

There are many things done by the Lieutenant-Governor which are open 
to obicctton, Those that have lived in this country almost from their infancy, 
inl know or boast of their knowledge of this country, are generally found 
unable to do the work of administration with impartiality. ‘he Lieutenant- 
Governorship should not be conferred on any Indian Civilian. Impartiality 


is the mainstay of all good administration, and an administration which. lacks 


that essential characteristic cannot claim glory or good name for itself, and 

3 only so much infamy. If the present Licutenant-Governor had been a man 
YC (rr » ty ‘ AVE " } 

| ‘Pali out from england, he would have probably appeared to us in a 
" crent light. Is there no way of importing our Lieutenant-Governors direct 
rom Eneland ? 


ASSAM PAPERS. 


4. The Paridarshak for the first fortnight of Baisakh, says that 


| Mr (Prion Deputy Commis» Mr. O'Brien, Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet, keeps 
Te RS Svilet. . 


little concern with the public, that is. to say, with 


PaRIDARSBAK, 
First fortnight of 


ee eae eo aan oe - 


-¢3 
* 
7 te 
F . P — 
, eg 
. 4 f * : 
. *¢ ’ 4 
oe <4 ee | 
; i a. Bi: 
y > 
_ , ' +7 
! i ‘ ie 
j *. ¢ ot 
-— ae i. 
ai 
7 e “a 
ty S| ef 
: t im” «* ‘ oe 
4 : tf i , , 
1. Coa 2 & © 
% 4 ¥ > ¥ 
: ? i WH BB x 
i $ re. y + 
sy ie * | ‘ 
4 > ; ‘4 
i 33 ce GN a 
iF e , oe. 3 
¢ a a ee 
5 e)  Sie he 
4 _ ix oe 
“d Pea? = 
eo, Sees 
& ¢ ie : 
ee es . “2 R 
a . ee i 
. ee ty 3 ‘% y 
4 ae | 
’ , Beg , 
wi eit 
‘ . 3 3 
3) hae 
¥ = * . 
‘ ~ ie 
>: ee 
“2 
-¢ : | 
t . ei 
a * } ag ' 
i = ‘ , +* * 
A ’ § Pf % , 
7 rs hag ; 
é ef eit, 
q ? - 
a ‘3 $ 
; | Say 
& R - ‘ 
4 if @ fs 
vy - y 
2 25 4% % AP3 ? 
a - « oF ye 
j ‘ Taps” 
es Se 
a Pl a 
q - is Le 5 
> SF - 2 
f y; af. - 3 
i* sf 
rt /& & Sa 
ap ; F or. a “ “ae . 
o Ss Gitte * 
% : has ; 
‘ eae. 
L _ > Se 
J 3: ; . yee i ? 
” a.” « " ’ $ 
aa See 
, : & ~ oS - a 4 
‘ ' id Gy vam 3 
? 2 ae 
‘ : Oe c: 
re ; 
e 
i 4 < | RRP ae 
q Yrae a 
4 os 3 oy oe 
4 > "= id 
+ a 
Pa i Py $0" 
4 - a ; 
4 a0 FY “ 
=e 
: t 2¢ 
7 ‘ ; a : 
P 2% a | na 
. x ee ae 
> a? a A 
. ' € s 
4 Be! fe Mie 
4 Ss ae 
i Sa aaa 
: * ee ee 
: a’ ae  - *® 
/ é mS 
4 ; , te 
} ee Be 
F - of aie 
y ' J ~ * 
k Tae 
Re he ne 
Fee | Le 
rt Pas 
. SPR Saree 
ge ce Ae 
- ¥ a4 £ 
: 
° " Fey 
3 , Pee | 
xi z at 
me. To 
i F . ats 
- F a 
+ ; 2 bf a 
; 4 a 
a 
ator a a a. of ' 
a” . > - gabe 
. 3 ee, a 
x? "s ; + 
4 . o 
x4 ¥ . " 
4 : y. 
* = ae 4 ‘ 
+ » é “4 ¥ 2 
> zs J 4 th, ¥ ¢ 
. 2 
¥ i 2 ie < 
Ae - a 6 
= ; > ca % 
‘ ‘i ¥ 
‘ was : <x 
i a an) it 
a & , % Ss . 
b Shik cae 
A #2 Aw 
s me SP TR 
¥ . _ res 
a 2 ms 3c Be 
. - : 3 
7 - we 
oD : ‘i 
zs te | 
. . > a bie x 
ia - 2 a 1 
ca. 3 “A y 3B 
ng - 4 oe 
mae 4% 2 a? ° ~ 
e \! eg ; 
<a # . 7: ~ oe 
ie Ly ESA 
“Sa t,- A 
‘, -_ by “4 
Ms Pm (459 
“4 & mM ay i Ls 
5. Se < 
Re x +. z 
- he *. % % 
ree: ‘Me “ee 
: ex ° ee K 
‘ : aes 
; ~ 3 ¥ ere f * 
8 i 
ee, eT ae 2e . 
+g ET ENS ae a 
+4 ae PS r 
» -n ~ ar ; 
i s ae 13 3 
of to 2 
qlee - . 
Of Bis 
é. St 
> >. Sy * + 
ae Seed “yo & 
ie i ace i 
> m4 st ’ i LC hms 
? PAS 
we ; a ae 
¥ + 
a ’ 5, 
eq * 
2% e 
Cae = ae 
“ ad % 
ae 
“ Es ‘ 
” »* 
‘ ve 
€ 
& 
a 
¥* 
ey 
oe 
% 
4 
A 


Hd Pe ROT Set aa Satie” aE Ga GET ot A goes eRe: basis saptgog as 


¥ co > « “ : on . . 
bs uty Rete PR A ie Be * ee fhe SBE tid — 

“ BI NS oe was 4 Ne gp ee ee ey nh : vig’ =f ? 
i KE ROE Leber OR OEY, Pn of SIE: bi Xs SO RS oem 
; ee > tad aaa maeAa Jak aur - , me i gad: es 
Soka mae sennihs aos ee pes, eae SUN, 1% Peiighet SD EPS RAL ets nk Se 
nig : : — ‘ a =. ‘ 

: “« +. a fry 
t% > ,* 


y 
yy 
% 


wlenoues CARLA NA LORE POPE RAEI EEL LIES LLL SS 8 AAS R= BS Rip Ne sa gbil ete. a 


ry wv 
ay 
a 


( 372 ) 


their weal and woe. If he had visited the mufassa] and personally enquired 


into the condition of the people during the distress of last year, he might have 


made some effectual relief arrangements. : 

Priyanath Babu’s road is year after year doing great damage to house 
property and to crops on both sides of it. The owners of these crops and 
roperties are repeatedly asking the Deputy Commissioner to hold a Jorg) 
investigation and redress their grievances. but Mr. O’ Brien will do no such 
thing, but remains satisfied with the scientific explanation given by Priyanath 
Babu. 

There is another fault in Mr. O’Brien’s character which the writer cannot 
ass over. He institutes criminal prosecutions for the smallest faults. Babys 
tam Santosh Som and Radhabinod Das, Pleaders of the Judge’s Court, were 
prosecuted by him for bringing objections against the income-tax assessment, 
which did not stand. The Babus were acquitted; but did Mr. O’Brien take 
notice of the harassment to which he subjected them? ‘The people of Sylhet 
are in a panic on account of Mr. O’Brien. 


.CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 12th May 1894. 
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